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From left to right: Bill Kernan, Ron Swartzendruber, Michael Ellis and Tony Manso. Ellis, Kernan and Manso
flank Swartzendruber, who is displaying one of his signiture smiles.

Friends who knew Ron Swartzendruber
best describe him as someone who built
bridges -- a man who connected databases as
much as he connected people. On Feb. 19, he
passed away at the age of 48 after suffering
a sudden cardiac arrest, and is survived by
his wife, Whitney Ware; parents, Warren and
Jackie; and brother, Erik.
Bill Kernan, the Director of the University
Computing Services department, is the man
who originally hired Swartzendruber back

robischonj@wou.edu

SUBMISSIONS
THE WESTERN HOWL
encourages readers to share their
opinion through letters to the editor
and guest columns. Submissions must
be typed and include the writer’s
name. Contact information will not be
published unless requested. Unsigned
submissions will not be printed and
original copies will not be returned.
Letters to the editor may be up
to 300 words and guest columns should
not exceed 500 words.
THE
WESTERN HOWL
does not guarantee the publication
of all letters or columns. THE
WESTERN HOWL reserves the right
to edit for punctuation, grammar, and
spelling, but never for content.
Please bring submissions to
THE WESTERN HOWL at Terry
House or email to howleditor@wou.
edu. Submissions must be received by
Monday at 5 p.m. to be considered for
print.
All
opinions
expressed
in
columns,
letters
to
the
editor
or
advertisements
are
the views of the author and do
not necessarily reflect those of
THE WESTERN HOWL or Western
Oregon University.

when the university’s server was on a PC
sitting in the basement of the Administrative
Building. Though it was originally thought
that he would only be staying for five years,
Swartzendruber went on to dedicate over 21
years of service to Western as one of its main
programmers at UCS. Western’s portal, as well
as many other programs utlized on campus,
are credited, in part, to Swartzendruber’s
endeavors. The campus lost an asset in the
programming world, but those at UCS lost a

friend.
Kolis Crier, the Banner Solutions and
Integrations Manager at UCS, recalled the
first time he met Swartzendruber, saying
“he had a welcoming and happy spirit …
and an infectious laugh.” Crier, whose desk
has neighbored Swartzendruber’s for years,
added that, “he was always engaged, he
always had the answer, or was willing to share
information.”
Yet, according to Kernan, he had no ego
whatsoever — a characteristic that Kernan
called a “rarity” in the IT world, considering
Swartzendruber’s intelligence. In fact,
Swartzendruber was an active member
on Quora, an online platform for sharing
information, where it was discovered he made
over 5,000 posts in his lifetime, many of them
responses to people struggling with personal
issues.
“Ron had a ministry on Quora. He helped
thousands of people he didn’t knkow, for no
other reason than the fact that he likes helping
people,” said Tony Manso, the Mobile and
Systems Programmer at UCS.
In one of the last posts before his passing,
Swartzendruber responded to a prompt that
read “Is it good to demonize the reality of our
world by making it worse in our mind and then
experience it with less pain?”
His answer?
“If we have trained ourselves to expect
the worst, it would be far harder to choose
anything besides staying in our comfort zone
and letting life pass us by .... that’s too high a
price for whatever reduction in pain we might
get gain in exchange,” said Swartzendruber.
Continued on back

History unwhitewashed
BSU’s three-minute Black History presentations draw in crowds
Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu
February was Black History Month, and
students from the Black Student Union at
Western planned many events related to the
celebration of black culture. One event new to
this year was the introduction of three-minute
presentations on a historical figure or event
related to black history, such as the Black
Panthers, the Birmingham Bombings, Andrew
Foster and Janelle Monaé. Tati Whitlow, the
membership outreach coordinator for BSU,
said the event was “highly successful because

of its high turnout rate,” adding that multiple
organizations came to the event — such
as the Stonewall Center and Heritage Hall
Government.
Whitlow said that the idea for the threeminute presentations derived from the
realization that black historical figures and
events weren’t being represented in the
classroom.
“We picked people that weren’t in our
history books,” said Whitlow. “We’re all
@thewesternhowl

constantly learning … if you’re not straight,
cis and white, you’re basically blacked out of
history and it’s horrifying.”
The presentations were included in the
Black History Month festivities, but Whitlow
says they may continue afterwards, with
student support.
“It’s something we’re just now trying out
… it was very fun and educational and it might
be good to do on a monthly basis,” they said.
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Teacher spotlight:

Dr. Cornelia Paraskevas

Commission on behalf of the project and spoken with
faculty at other institutions, which, according to Dr.
Monehan, hasn’t always been well-received, as much
of her work challenges popular practices — like the
five-paragraph essay. Nevertheless, by working with
over 100 teachers, she has enabled approximately
1,700 students to earn college credit for Writing 121
and sometimes Writing 122.
“I watched Dr. Paraskevas work with teachers in the
region and faculty around the state … I watched her
and her colleagues develop resources for teachers that
are changing the way teachers approach teaching in
high schools, said Dr. Monehan, “she has a much richer
understanding of what students can do with writing
if they engage in a writing process.” At Western, Dr.
Paraskevas is known as a student advocate; it took her
over seven years to convince the university to adopt
the Integrated English Studies program — which aids
students in graduating with less credits while also
gaining in-depth knowledge in a variety of Englishrelated fields. Her other accomplishments include
providing a valuable perspective by sitting on the
Board of Trustees, advising and advocating for dozens
of students and being an active scholar in her field —
regularly publishing material.
Of Dr. Paraskevas’ continuous advocacy for students
on campus, Dr. Monehan relayed, “she’s very centered
on what it is you’re learning and how it’s contributing
to your learning, and making sure that everything
you’re doing is for the students and their learning and
not our own purposes … she’s trying to figure out how
to build and enhance who students are and what they
will be able to do in the world.”
Dr. Paraskevas is reportedly retiring at the end of the
2021 school year, but as Dr. Monehan stated, “I believe
that she will continue to make a difference. She may be
retiring, but I don’t think she’s going to stop working
with our schools.”

Facing food insecurity

Food Insecurity Awareness Week was
created to stop stigma

Statements from Western’s Students:

Sean Tellvik is an English major who has taken multiple
classes taught by Dr. Paraskevas.

Sean Tellvik: “One of my favorite things about Dr.
Paraskevas is how student-oriented she is. In the classes
I’ve taken with her, she has been highly receptive to
content students are struggling with, and she changes
her approach accordingly, whether that is by adjusting
the lessons or providing more resources. To me
personally, she has been supportive and encouraging,
even outside of just Linguistics, which has helped me
gain confidence in my abilities.”
Photo courtesy of Noah Nieves-Driver

At the Willamette Promise advisory meeting last
Thursday, Feb. 26, the board spent over five minutes
praising Dr. Cornelia Paraskevas for her contributions
to the project — and she wasn’t even in the room,
according to Sue Monehan, the Associate Provost for
Program Development at Western. The Willamette
Promise is a project focused on designing and evaluating
an accelerated credit program for high school students
from Eugene all the way to the Portland Metro area.
Dr. Paraskevas was one of the founding members
of the project, stepping in just nine months after its
establishment; now, she’s stepping down from that
position, but her legacy of advocacy for both educators
and students endures.
Through the Willamette Promise, Dr. Paraskevas
has led the state in innovative practices, creating
models for teaching an accelerated credit program
focused around the idea of college-level portfolios that
are manually assessed for proficiency. This ensures that
the work of college-level high school students reflects
the skills they need to further their education. She has
testified in front of the Higher Education Coordinating

Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor | howlnews@wou.edu
Photo courtesy of Sean Tellvik

Photo courtesy of wou.edu
Dr. Paraskevas has been a member of the
linguistics and writing faculty at Western for the
past 31 years.

Dr. Paraskevas’ history of advocacy is her legacy

Noah Nieves-Driver is an ASL/English Interpreting Major at
Western.

Noah Nieves-Driver: “Cornelia helped me find my
passion in langauges and linguistics. I am thankful to
have had such an amazing teacher and person be a part
of my schooling.”

Photo by Sage Kiernan-Sherrow

Sage Kiernan-Sherrow | News Editor
| howlnews@wou.edu
Last week, from Feb. 24 to 28, was Food Insecurity
Awareness Week at Western, which coincided with the
Governor’s Food Drive and the Food For Fines event.
Students at Abby’s House, who volunteer at the Food
Pantry, planned educational events — like discussions
about nutrition and sustainability — to bring awareness
to food insecurity on campus and reduce the stigma
related to it.
Rachel Bayly, the Community Coordinator for the
Food Pantry, says she believes that Western is “already
a fairly aware campus,” citing the two full barrels
and three boxes of food collected for the Governor’s
Food Drive as proof that Western is aware of and is
contributing to solutions regarding food insecurity.
Continued on back

Several departments across campus participated in the Governor’s Food Drive, which coincided with Food Insecurity Awareness
Week; here, Public Safety has accumulated multiple barrels and boxes of food.

@thewesternhowl
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FROM THE
SPORTS DESK:

You don’t

deserve that
fourth place

trophy

2-2
weekend
Outfielder, Joshua McIntyre, hitting the ball to get to base.

Men’s Baseball hold a 4-game series
Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu

Why giving multiple trophies
out is wrong
Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu
Currently, we are raising our children to have unrealistic expectations in
life, that in turn, do not help our society grow or prosper.
Growing up, trophies or ribbons were never given to anybody who got
lower than third. Each team had to earn every part of that first place trophy,
and if you failed you went to practice and worked harder than before to get
there next year. Though sad, it taught me about failure, an experience and
feeling we should all experience at some point in our lives, multiple times.
In soccer, I learned that there will always be someone better, faster and
stronger — but to never lose sight of what I was capable of or what I brought
to the team. This allowed me to continue to grow as a player and realize
where I belonged on the team — while also giving me hands on experience
that I could translate into the “real world.”
My dad was very humbling. When I started track and field, ribbons were
given out to every place up to eighth. Anytime I got one that was below third
place with no personal best time, my dad would throw it away. I understood
what this meant and it only enhanced the idea that I had to work for and earn
that first place ribbon.
When we watch the Olympics, there is no fourth — if you didn’t get
gold, silver or bronze, you didn’t do good enough. In the World Cup, there
is no second place, there is only one World Cup trophy, for first place.
By giving multiple trophies out we are teaching our future generations
that they do not have to work hard or put in the time for something great
— that they are deserving of something just because they wanted it and
participated in it. We are teaching a behavior to children that will not get
them far in life — a behavior that society accepted when they were children,
but won’t when they are young adults. So why do we give out unnecessary
nonsense? To make everyone feel included, like they have achieved
something. In many eyes of parents this is a good thing, something that
should be done everywhere. And thanks to these parents, it is everywhere.
But, according to Dan Gould, a sports psychologist, “For rewards to
work, they need to be earned” not handed out like a free-for-all. In life we
will experience loss, watch someone else get what we wanted and know
failure — and if we don’t when we’re young then we will be incapable of
overcoming defeat in our futures.

Sunday, March 1, marked for a day of
Western Baseball. From Feb. 29 through
March 1, the Baseball team played
against the Montana State University
Billings Yellowjackets, a 4-game series.
Saturday showed for a win-loss day,
both the Wolves and Yellowjackets got a
bite out of each other.
The following day wasn’t much
different; the first game going to the
paws of the Wolves and the second and
final game went to the stingers of the
Yellowjackets.
Each team showed great battles and
entertained the spectators, with multiple
runs and hits to bases. The Wolves were

able to hold the Yellowjackets off in
two of the games due to innings being
shutout and runs being made.
This weekend showed that the Wolves
were able to hold their own and have
the ability to have a strong season, but
also gave them the insight they needed
on what to work harder on and improve
upon.
Coming up, the Wolves head to
Central Washington University in
Ellensburg for two games on March 7
and 8. Their next home games are March
14 and 15 against Concordia University,
with George Fox University coming to
Monmouth on March 18.

Pitcher, Luke Turner, pitching against the Yellowjackets during their 4-game series over this last
weekend.

@thewesternhowl
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like no other

Athlete spotlight, a force like no other
Hannah Greene
Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu
Highlighted this week is Gha Ming
Ng, a Western Women’s Club Soccer
player and newly Western Women’s
Rugby player. Ming was part of the
team that flew to Texas to participate in
Nationals for club soccer and part of the
rugby team that continues to dominate
its opponents.
Ming “is a force to be reckoned
with,” said D-Dré Wright, a teammate
on both soccer and rugby. Though short,
Ming makes up for size with her speed
and aggression against any opponent,
along with her undying passion to
help her team succeed. Ming has been
playing soccer for most her life and went
from, “thinking that I would never play
soccer out of high school, to being a part
of a new club team,” said Ming about
her excitement over being able to play
soccer longer.
Currently, Ming is majoring in
Psychology with a minor in Health. She
was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii,
where her main sport was soccer. Ming
decided to go out for Women’s Rugby
this Winter Term and has been killing
it since. Ming is also a supervisor in
the Valsetz Dining Hall and a WOU
Ambassador.

Ming creates a positive atmosphere,
both on and off the field, and is able to
bring any heated player to an even tempo.
She plays each second with tenacity and
drive, proving every practice that she
belongs on the field during game play.
As a senior, graduating this term, she
has shown her natural leadership skills
and her ability to be a role model to
underclassmen.
Through injury, Ming keeps pushing
and never lets anything hold her back.
“Ming is an endless source of energy
on the field, whether it’s for soccer or
rugby. Her perseverance on and off the
field is incomparable,” said Wright,
acknowledging her teammate’s power
and recognizing Ming for her ability to
step out of her comfort zone and join
the Women’s Rugby team, “I wish I
had joined earlier,” Ming said about her
growing love for rugby.
“I am grateful that WOU has the
options of intramurals as well as club
sports where students can compete at
different levels and overall just have
fun,” said Ming about her time as an
athlete at Western — getting the chance
to continue her love and passion in
soccer and now rugby.

Photo courtesy of Emily Prall

Gha Ming Ng, of Women’s Club Soccer and Rugby, running the ball during her senior game on
Feb. 29.

Senior season

means winning season

Women’s Rugby bring home win for their seniors
Hannah Greene | Sports Editor | howlsports@wou.edu

Leslie Carrasco carrying the ball during a recent game against
the Willamette Wildcats.

The gridiron was full of spirit, the seniors were ready
for their game and their teammates ready to battle for
them.
Saturday, Feb.29, the Women’s Rugby team held a
home game against the Willamette University Wildcats
for their Seniors graduating this upcoming spring term.
The Wolves’ Seniors included Nelly Blancas, the
captain and team president, Leslie Carrasco, Alexis
Osborn, Christina Carney, Gha Ming Ng and D-Dré
Wright who was unable to attend.
This game represented the closeness the teammates
have with each other and showed the power that women
have.
This was a meaningful game for Women’s Rugby
being that it was the last time a lot of these players
@thewesternhowl

would get to see each other on the field.
“I’ve enjoyed my time as the president and as a
player. The club is amazing! I have learned so much
through the years. It’s always great seeing new players
grow. And I hope the team (has) the best of luck for
next year!” said Blancas about her Senior game with
the Women’s Rugby squad. The enthusiasm that the
club president has for this club is shared among the
players, having brought home a cake of a win, beating
the Wildcats 42-5.
Coming up the team will play Willamette University
again on Sunday, March 8, International Women’s Day.
They will also play University of Puget Sound on
March 15, which will be their final and championship
match, hosted on the turf field at Western.

6

The Western Howl

Wednesday, March 4, 2020

Lifestyle

wou.edu/westernhowl

Bills for books

After finals are all finished, many
students may be excited because of
two things: one, spring break is around
the corner, and two, they can get rid of
their textbooks. Most classes on campus
have textbooks that require students to
pay potentially large sums of money
for them. If, once the term is over, that
textbook no longer has a purpose, there’s
a few things that can be done.
The WolfStore, located in the Werner
University Center, will generally buy
back books during the last two to three
weeks of the term. While some books
won’t be bought back, it’s a chance
for someone to get a little bit of their
money back. If the textbook is in ‘high
demand,’ meaning if the book will be
utilized during the following term, it can
be worth more. Currently, students can
sell their books until March 20.

What to do with textbooks after the term is over

Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu

There are many bookstores nearby where someone can sell back a textbook.

There’s also the alternative of selling
textbooks on Amazon using their
buyback/trade-in program. Like the
WolfStore, selling won’t always work —
depending on the condition or whether
the book qualifies for the trade-in. If a
student chooses this route, their money
would only be available as an Amazon
gift card. On the other hand, there are a
few used bookstores and thrift stores in
the IndyMo area that could be interested
in purchasing used textbooks.
Many students take the route of just
selling their used books to their friends,
should their friends need them for next
term. A person may not make money
this way, if they choose not to charge
somebody that’s interested, but the
one who’s receiving the book could be
saving a lot of money, especially if the
textbook is expensive.

NAILED IT!

Simple nail designs you can do at home
Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu
Photos by Rylie Horrall

Try matching the colors to a favorite flower.

Painting my nails has always been a fun activity
for me to do; I think it’s relaxing and gives me an
opportunity to explore my creativity. Generally, the
most common thing that I do is just paint them a solid
color and maybe use two alternating different shades.
However, there are times that I want to do something
more, but don’t want to spend money to get them done.
Here’s a few DIY nail art styles that I do that others can
feel free to try.
Note: I recommend throwing a clear coat on top of
all the final looks to smooth them out.
Ombré
Be forewarned, nail polish remover is going to be
needed to clean up the final look. Pick at least two
different colors of nail polish — to go more drastic,
use colors that aren’t similar in shade and/or hue. Take
a square makeup sponge and paint the thicker end with

The direction of the ombré can be horizontal, vertical or
diagonal.

both of the colors. The two colors don’t need to touch,
but make sure there’s a plentiful amount on the sponge.
Dab the makeup sponge onto the nail, adjusting the
placement slightly to emphasize the ombré and get the
colors to mix. Repeat this — adding a bit more nail
polish each time — until it’s as pigmented as desired.
Multi-toned
I’m going to suggest using two colors, but feel free
to use more. For the base color that will go on the entire
nail, I would recommend using something lighter,
because it’ll be easier to put a darker tone on top of
it. Depending on the brand, shade, etc., it could take
a couple of coats. Let the first color dry completely.
Using the second color, try to draw a straight line of
nail polish horizontally across the nail. Using nail tape,
scotch tape or drawing lightly with a pencil can help
keep the line straight and clean. If tape was used, wait
@thewesternhowl

Instead of a clear coat on top, try using sparkles or glitter
polish.

until the second color is dry before removing it. This
can also be done vertically or diagonally, depending
on preference. Try layering it up as well or swapping
colors for different fingernails.
Small flowers
Multiple colors can be used for this one, so don’t be
afraid to go crazy or just stick with something simple.
Firstly, just paint the nails a base color of some sort.
Next, take the next color that’s going to be used for
the flowers and dab some of it onto a sandwich bag.
Dip the end of a bobby pin into the polish and place
a dot onto the dried nail. Repeat this process, placing
dots close together to create a five petaled flower. Let
it dry, then take another color — preferably something
lighter, such as white or a pastel — and dab some of it
on the sandwich bag as well. Repeat the step with the
bobby pin, but only use it to dot the center of the flower.
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no problem?
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How to raise or improve your credit score
Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor |
rhorrall17@wou.edu
Paying off debt on a credit card is an easy way to raise a person’s credit score.

For those who aren’t sure what a
credit score really is, it’s something that
“reflects credit payment patterns over
time,” according to experian.com. It’s
an important financial consideration in
someone’s life, as it is the deciding factor
in multiple scenarios — such as taking
out loans or getting additional credit
cards later in life. A credit score is found
using an algorithm on a person’s credit
report, and it takes into account certain
factors like account types, how long
an account has been open and payment
history. Because a good credit score is

highly sought after and makes the user
look responsible, it’s important to know
how to raise it.
One of the simplest things to do is
to pay bills when they are due. That
repayment history can be used to predict
how someone will take care of future
settlements. This applies to credit cards,
student loans, phone bills, rent, utilities
and so on. By missing payments or
getting charged a late fee, a negative
mark can appear on an individual’s credit
score for around seven years. However,
according to experian.com, a negative

mark’s prominence declines over time as
newer payments are more relevant.
Specifically with credit cards,
keeping a low balance is vital for a credit
utilization ratio. A credit utilization ratio
is calculated on the amount incurred on
a credit card divided by the total credit
limit across all credit cards owned, not
just the one that is used. By keeping the
ratio below 30%, it shows that the user
isn’t maxing out credit cards every single
month. It’s also an indicator of how well
money and credit is being managed.
Furthermore, if a credit card is no longer

being used, don’t close it — if it isn’t
costing any fees, it can increase the ratio
since there is more total credit.
Checking credit reports is another key
factor in maintaining good credit scores.
If there’s an inaccuracy on a report, it can
have drastic negative impacts if it goes
unchecked. It could decide if someone
can take out a loan or not, or even affect
their lending terms and interest rates.
According to myfico.com, contacting
the credit bureau and organization that
sends the credit bureau information can
help fix the problem that’s been noticed.

Springing into
Spring Break
Places to go for Spring Break other than the beach
Rylie Horrall | Lifestyle Editor | rhorrall17@wou.edu
The end of the term is just a stone’s
throw away, which means that it’s almost
time for Spring Break. Western’s Spring
Break is happening towards the end of
March, which could likely mean that the
weather won’t be ideal for bikinis on the
beach — for those who haven’t been to
the Oregon coast, it’s pretty cold 90%
of the time. On that note, Spring Break
doesn’t have to solely consist of a trip to
the beach. Around the Pacific Northwest,
there are quite a few options for people
to partake in.
The Columbia River Gorge is a
beautiful, green spot here in Oregon
that’s great for sightseeing and hikes.

Spring is when the wildflowers in the
Gorge begin to bloom, which “happens
to overlap with peak waterfall season,”
as stated on oregonlive.com. There’s a
multitude of hikes available to choose
from — perfect for nature lovers or those
that want to photograph some beautiful
scenery.
There are a couple of choices
available for those that are thinking of
going whale watching. According to
oregonstateparks.com, this year’s Spring
Whale Watching will last from the 21 of
March to the 29 and is an opportunity
to watch as the gray whales migrate to
Alaska. There’s a map on their website

filled with the many destinations that
people can travel to in order to see them.
There’s also the San Juan Islands, located
in Washington, which is home to a few
pods of orca whales year-round. While
it is also possible to see other species
around the islands — such as humpback
whales, porpoise and sea lions — their
website, visitsanjuans.com, claims that
“this is the best place in the world to see
(orcas) in the wild.”
Olympic National Park, located in
Washington, gives visitors a variety of
things to do during their Spring Break.
There’s various options for hikes and
chances to see diverse wildlife, many

@thewesternhowl

campgrounds to stay in and numerous
options for different water-related
activities.
Hopping from city to city is another
way to spend Spring Break. If someone
has never been to Portland, take them for
a day trip or stay somewhere for a couple
of days to go sightseeing. Favorite play
or band in concert happening in Seattle?
Take a road trip with roommates and
check it out. Feeling the need to go on a
shopping spree in Vancouver, WA? Grab
some best buds and take to the road.
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John Raymond:

Recreating the jazz genre
WOU Jazz Combo performs alongside
renowned musician John Raymond
Never Retallack
Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu
On Wednesday, Feb.19, John
Raymond took to the Smith Hall stage
alongside WOU Jazz Combo, for a night
of jazz with a spin.
John Raymond is described by the
WOU Jazz Combo pamphlet as, “One
of the most promising, genre-bending
musicians in jazz today. With a singular
voice as a trumpeter, flugelhornist and

composer…”
The interesting concept about
Raymond’s idea of jazz is that he
mixes genres such as, indie-rock, folk
and electronic rhythms into his music,
creating his own style.
Raymond studied in Wisconsin
with Western professor and Director of
Jazz Studies, Keith Karns. Since then,

Instruments
need not

John Raymond (left) and Western professor Keith Karns (right) battle it out during the last song.

Raymond released six albums and is a
professor of jazz as well as a sought after
soloist at schools around the world.
The performance started with small
solos from each member of the WOU
Jazz combo, allowing the ivories, strings
and drums to sing. Raymond took center
stage while belting out the brass notes
between two trumpets — a lively way

to start, demonstrating just what the
audience is in for.
They played a song from Raymond’s
first album called “Onward,” which he
composed himself. It began with soft
piano, then the bass and drums joined,
lastly a sorrowful trumpet, bringing a
somber feel to the piece.
Continued on back
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The West Of Us perform
their Winter Term Acapella
Concert

Sean Martinez
Copy Editor | howlcopyeditor@wou.edu
On Feb. 26, The West Of Us held
their Winter Term Acapella Concert
in Smith Hall, proving once again that
instruments are not needed to make
music. When the lights dimmed and the
pitch pipe sounded off, The West Of Us
kept the audience engaged as everyone
listened to some well-known songs with
unique twists.
One of the performances that really
resonated with the audience was the
duet with “Build Me Up Buttercup.” My
personal favorite was their unique take
on Charlie Puth’s “Attention.” It was
really cool to hear how each performer
complemented each others’ voices. This
was the first acapella concert I attended,
and they did not disappoint.
Acapella at Western has undergone
numerous changes; it wasn’t until 2018

Front row from left to right: Erin Mackey, Madelyn Hanes, Allison Kirk, Abigail Perry, Olivia Martin, Antonia Scholerman, Chloe
Miller and Austin Stewart. Back row from left to right: Andrew Freeman, Ethan Keleher, Cole Somers, Zee Mollon, Brandon
Franko and Noah Miller.

when the acapella group became gender
inclusive and took on a new name, The
West Of Us.
The West Of Us strives to give
audiences a great performance, but on
top of that, co-presidents Olivia Martin
and Austin Stewart are looking to recruit
more students into the fold, students
who will stick around long enough to
bring the acapella group to new heights.
“This year, we’re just trying to
leave a good impression on everyone
so that they want to stay, they want to
learn music and they still want to sing
acapella,” Stewart said.
Olivia Martin added, “It’s kind of like
leaving a legacy behind and ensuring
that acapella is still going to be here for
the years after we’re gone.”
For Martin and Stewart, acapella is

more than just making music with their
mouths and entertaining crowds: the
camaraderie is what keeps them coming
back each year. Stewart talked about
his experience coming to Western from
Hawaii. Miles away from home, he
decided to open up to new opportunities,
which is when he was introduced to
acapella. Ever since he joined, he’s
considered The West Of Us a second
family.
Martin also went on to add, “It’s like
a magnet that brings really compatible
people together, and you just have the
best time with them.”
Similar to team sports, Martin
explained that acapella relies heavily
on teamwork. “Everyone seems to be
working on the same wavelength in order
to collectively get better as a group,”

@thewesternhowl

Martin said. “It doesn’t ever feel like
somebody’s trying to raise themselves
up by lowering others. We either all go
up or we don’t move at all.”
The West Of Us also aim to build
a sense of community at Western. In
recent years, they have performed
for Western events such as the Cesar
Chavez Conference, the Late-Night
Breakfast, the Out of the Darkness Walk
and their biggest performance, Acaparka
— held at the Main Street Park at the
amphitheater in spring.
“We bundle all of our songs together
… and then we perform a really large
setlist for everybody,” Stewart said.
Be on the lookout for updates
regarding the date and time for Acaparka.
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You’re in “Urinetown”

The final performances will be March 4 to 8 starting at 7:30 p.m.

Review of Western’s production of satirical play

Never Retallack | Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu
“Urinetown,” — a satirical musical,
opened at Western on Feb. 28 with
Michael Phillips as the director. The
play was entertaining and interactive,
and the opening act had about two
minutes of uninterrupted silence while
the actors laid on the ground, “asleep.”
This made many audience members
giggle nervously as the silence drew out.
Laughter was a key element of the show.
The story covers a drab town in the
mid 1900s where a water shortage has
led an evil man, Cladwell, to start Urine
Good Company which now charges the
poor pay-per-use public bathrooms. If

anyone disobeys these rules, they face
the threat of being sent to the mysterious
and dreaded Urinetown.
This outlandish tale is packed with
humor, love, violence and catchy songs.
It was also full of jokes that tease
elements of theater; Little Sally— a poor
young girl— has conversations with
Officer Lockstock where he explains
how they’re covering basic elements in
the first act so as not to overwhelm the
audience. It mocks the “rules” that are
typically followed in plays in a way that
had the audience bursting into laughter.
The Western students who acted in

the play did a phenomenal job, from the
larger roles such as Hope Cladwell and
Bobby Strong, all the way to the peppy
assistant of Cladwell. The dedication
and effort to the roles was apparent, and
with the thorough costumes as well —
everyone was able to shine in their own
ways.
The live band was a great addition
to the play, adding “necessary” drama
to each scene, when someone made a
surprise entrance, the other actors would
gasp dramatically or exclaim “What?!”
and the music would peak. At certain sad
moments, the music would remain happy

and upbeat, which Little Sally would
comment on, earning more chuckles.
All the actors sang wonderfully, or
sang as their characters were supposed
to, which ended up being hilarious, and
the dances were also well done. Overall,
Western’s theater department delivered
a hilarious and clever rendition of
“Urinetown.”
Those who are interested in seeing
the show themselves, can watch more
performances Mar. 4-8 with the box
office opening at 6 p.m. and the show
starting at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are free for
students with ID.

Coming out in a different way
“GenderQueer: A Story from a Different Closet” by Alan Hunter is a thought-provoking story
Never Retallack | Entertainment Editor | howlentertainment@wou.edu
Gender and sexuality have been an ongoing and
complex topic in societies all over the world. Those
who are percieved as gay in any way face judgment
and penalty like those who are.
In Allan Hunter’s book, “GenderQueer: A Story
from a Different Closet,” they covers all these issues
in a memoir style that takes readers on their journey,
starting with their experience in middle school. Hunter
describes how their story functions to highlight, “the
realness of an identity that is not gay, bisexual, lesbian,
or transgender, but it isn’t cisgender or heterosexual
either.”
Hunter describes themself as a studious kid who
followed the rules and listened to teachers. They were
also someone who preferred to be around women and

play with “girl toys” — which led to some ridicule. It
wasn’t until their family moved to Los Alamos, New
Mexico that they struggled with bullying immensely.
Hunter’s style of writing, while not masterfully
crafted, is deeply intimate and walks the readers
through their thoughts and feelings from moment
to moment. They name each bully that they faced in
middle school, those who called them slurs because of
how they dressed and styled themself. Hunter tried to
seek help from their superiors, but nothing came of it,
so much of Hunter’s story is how they work hard to
control their anger so that they don’t antagonize the
bullies more.
Along with the violence and emotional turmoil, they
also detail how they feel about different girls that he
@thewesternhowl

meets, unafraid to share their intimate thoughts and
desires. They mention each girl they fantasized about,
whether or not they really interacted. They spend most
of their adolescent life wanting to have sex with a girl,
but the only person who really touches them back was
their male friend in high school.
Their younger sister, Kendra, was far more popular
than them, and they often tagged along with her friends
while in middle school. It wasn’t until high school
when they joined the band and started to let loose a
little that they started making connections; they made
male friends and got girlfriends, but they were always
wanting more.
Continued on back
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THIS WEEK
in completely
made up

HOROSCOPES

ARIES

TAU RU S

GEMINI

CANCER

Prepare...

‘Tis almost your time… watch
out gemini

No one can trust Taurus rn.

When you cry, you sound like the
opening beat of Roddy Ricch’s
“The Box.” Basically, stop.

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

Why is chickadee crossroads…?

Lemme celebrate my half birthday
in peace.

f--k i forgot to do this

It’s easy to forget how good
banana bread is, try to remember.

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

Read page 9.

First it was us v. Sagittarius. Now
it’s Taurus v. Gemini. This should
be entertaining.

Don’t cry, craft!

It’s ok if your life is currently a
dumpster fire because at least it’s
gonna start raining for the next
two weeks straight !

3/21-4/19

4/20-5/20

7/23-8/22

11/22-12/21

8/23-9/22

12/22-1/19

5/21-6/20

9/23-10/22

1/20-2/18

6/21-7/22

10/23-11/21

2/19-3/20

Compiled by The Western Howl Staff

WOUrd Search
Words compiled from the stories featured
in Issue 17 of The Western Howl
JAZZ

FOX

CRAFT

INSTRUMENTS

PARASKEVAS

SENIOR

SATIRICAL

LOBBYISTS

SIGHT

CREDIT

SPRING

WHALES

MING

VOICES

URINE

COMING
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Designed for connection:

A Deaf lens

How a change in building changed my perspective
Dr. Kara Gournaris | Guest Contributor

I started working at Western Oregon University on
Jan. 1, 2010. I still remember the first time I walked
through the doors of the old College of Education
(COE) building. The yellowish color of the walls
caused me to squint my eyes as I walked through the
halls. I walked up the stairs and made my way to my
new office, room number 222.
I opened the door on this new chapter of my journey,
but everything inside the office walls showed signs of
their age, not new at all. The blinds on the windows
hung loosely, and the pull strings didn’t work anymore.
Half of the metal blinds were bent and I had to tie them
back with a hairband I fished out of my bag. When I
opened the window to let fresh air in, the breeze would
send the blinds banging against my window, a visual
distraction that caught my eye every time they moved.
Right in the middle of my office, there was a huge stain
that looked as if it had been there for many years and
my only option was to buy a rug to cover up the space.
As a Deaf person, my sense of sight is keenly
developed, and everywhere I looked caused my eyes
to twitch a little. Banging blinds, half falling off my
window. A hidden spot beneath a neutral colored
rug. Yellow walls that surrounded me on all sides as
I worked. My colleagues all faced the same eye sores,
though they were all hearing, and I often wondered if
those visual markers had the same impact on them as
they did on me.
My office was in the middle of a very narrow hallway
and as students or other colleagues walked past my
office and stopped to say hello, I remember having to
constantly shift where we were standing because using
American Sign Language in that hall blocked people
from walking by. We would get a few sentences into our
conversation, have to pause and move to the side, and
then just as we got started again, someone else would
need to pass. Not only were the hallways inaccessible
for those of us trying to have conversations in ASL,
they also were hard spaces for people to navigate when
using a wheelchair, pushing a cart or moving furniture
or other large items.
The old COE building did not have a space for
ASL and interpreting students to hang out before or

after classes, which meant that if students wanted to
practice their ASL skills, they had to go to the library
or some other space that was more accessible. This was
a huge missed opportunity for incidental learning to
occur because moving to another space meant being
away from the four Deaf instructors who were working
here at the time. Rather than students milling about
and learning to use ASL by engaging with the Deaf
instructors and one another, students often resorted to
using spoken English in the halls because as people
tried to pass them in narrow spaces, they eventually
just gave up and stopped using ASL.
As our Deaf faculty walked those same halls, we felt
heavy-hearted that students who were learning ASL
just hours before in our classrooms, were now passing
by us in the hallways using spoken English without
signing at all. The Deaf faculty often lamented feeling
left out a majority of the time because our language
was often relegated to use only in classrooms or inside
of our office walls.
Some days, students would ask to have class outside
because it was sunny and warm and those were always
the best days because other teachers and classes would
often be out there and we could all join together in the
common use of our beautiful language.
In 2016, my entire experience at Western shifted.
Richard Woodcock donated money that went toward
funding a new education building. This new building
is called the Richard Woodcock Education Center
(RWEC), and it was purposefully designed with the use
of visual American Sign Language in mind. The design
committee was familiar with Gallaudet University’s
“Deaf-friendly” design, and they wanted to create a
space at Western that was designed for Deaf, Hard of
Hearing and DeafBlind people, and anyone else who
uses ASL.
By making the hallways wider, conversations in
ASL are no longer paused every time someone passes
by in the hallway and the building is more accessible
for people in wheelchairs or those who use other
mobility devices. There was so much careful thought
and attention given to this open design, and each detail
has made an impact on our community.
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In 2016, we went from four Deaf faculty members
to nine and we were allowed to choose which hallway
we wanted our offices to be located in; that officially
began our coveted “ASL Hallway.”
Now, when I walk through the lobby on my way
to the classroom or my office, I see students hanging
out, chatting in ASL, studying for an exam, resting or
working on a project together. As I pass by, students
greet me in ASL, and as they smile and catch me up on
the latest news, I feel grateful for the chance to work
with such amazing humans. I keep walking and I see
other students walking in a line of five, all joking in
ASL and laughing hysterically. As I turn the corner, a
student on her motorized scooter with her service dog
passes by and smiles and says hello on her way to class.
Just as I am about to enter the room, I see a
DeafBlind faculty member walking with several
students, and showing them the wooden art display
on the wall that she uses as a tactile marker to orient
herself to where she is in the building. Just down the
hall, there are students who are making use of the little
nooks that have curtains that draw closed so they can
film a last minute homework assignment and upload it
to their GoReact account. In the next nook over, there is
a Deaf student using the Video Phone to call and order
Yeasty Beasty for lunch. Everywhere I look, there are
examples of my language, my culture and beautiful
people who embrace what it means to be part of the
Deaf Community.
Just like in the old education building, there are
sunny days that prompt students to beg to have class
outside. Through the windows in the classroom, I can
see one of my colleagues teaching her class on the
RWEC patio, enjoying the fresh air and smiling as
students pass by and wave hello. I look around at the
faces staring back at me and nod my head in agreement.
These college-aged students quickly become like
little kids again, excited to head outside for a great
adventure. As we walk by the other ASL class and my
colleague, we all smile and wave, and I stop and count
my blessings for this new space. RWEC has become a
home for many of us, and it has made us more than just
a community — it has made us a family.
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Food insecurity

Raymond and Jazz Combo

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 8

“The best part about performing music,
especially in a jazz combo scenario is
there is a lot of communication between
the players...It’s just a big conversation,”
said Kincaid Parsons, an Education
Major, who plays the upright bass for
WOU Jazz Combo.
Another song performed came from
Raymond’s second album, recorded in
New York with legendary drummer Billie
Harp. Raymond explained with fondness
that, “I was playing with someone who
made the history of jazz.”

Rememberance
Continued from page 2

A man who always wore Birkenstocks
unless it was snowing, and who loved
Sci-fi and Cliff Bars, Swartzendruber
was “a teacher … and the glue between
many of the staff and groups at UCS,”
according to Michael Ellis, the Assistant
Director of UCS.
Members of the UCS team have
identified over 40 projects in which
Swartzendruber was the main contributor.
They are currently collaborating in order
to finish what he left behind.
“Ron’s scope was so large, that we’re
just having to pick off the most important
ones first,” said Kernan.
Since Swartzendruber was an avid
cyclist who biked to work every day
and once even across the United States,
there are plans for one of his bicycles
to be incorporated into a sculpture in
his memory. And, there will be two
services to honor Swartzendruber; one
will be a private family service, and the
other will be held at Western on March
14th to celebrate his contributions to the
university and to his campus community.
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Similar to Raymond, Parsons also
felt awestruck, “Getting to play with
someone of that caliber was a very cool
experience.”
The show was quite lively; Raymond
even beckoned the pianist Clay Johnson
for an improvised duet on stage.
Lastly, Raymond invited Karns
onto the stage where they battled it
out, trumpets singing back and forth
powerfully, before ending the concert
with a hug.

Western has been the highest
contributing Oregon university to the
Governor’s Food Drive for the past 13
years.
However, Western’s food insecurity
rate is higher than the national average,
according to Bayly, and there’s always
ways in which the campus can improve
its practices to reduce it.
“I’ve been working with someone
who’s on the ASWOU Senate and works
at Valsetz and she came to me because
she was appalled with the amount of food
that was thrown out there and wanted to
see what we can do as far as a leftover
program with the pantry or something
like that,” Bayly stated, adding that
they’re likely to bring this issue to the
Head of Dining in the future.
According to Bayly, there is an
additional plan to combat food insecurity
through a bill in the Oregon House
of Representatives, which ASWOU
lobbyists are currently trying to push
through in the short session.
“If you are struggling with it, it’s not
something to be ashamed of … There’s a
problem with the system and I hope that
people can feel proud that they are a part
of a community that supports that and
access that resource when they need that
and go on later to give back in whatever
way they can,” Bayly said.
Bayly stated that students interested
in alleviating food insecurity on campus
can help through volunteering at the Food
Pantry, participating in food drives and
being a supportive individual to anyone
who is experiencing food insecurity by
sharing the knowledge of the resources
available one campus.

GenderQueer
Continued from page 9

There’s a certain point after college
where a man goes pretty far with them,
and they felt very uncomfortable and
shaky afterwards. To their shock they
realize they really are just heterosexual,
all the people who called them gay had
been wrong.
Sadly for Hunter, they faced a lot of
harassment for how they were perceived
— they even tried to take their own life.
Later they realized a large part of how
people developed their ideas about them
was their wardrobe, wearing bright shirts
with bold patterns.
Hunter’s journey of self-acceptance
doesn’t start until college when they
come out as someone who is genderqueer.
Their gender is female, their sex is male
and their orientation is attraction towards
women. This understanding finally
allowed them some peace and quiet.
Overall Review: This memoir is a
personal journey about a person who
has lived a life struggling to accept who
they are based on the reactions of those
around them. A lot of the book is hard to
read, hearing how cruel people can be.
But I recommend this book to anyone
who wants to understand gender and
sexuality on a deeper and more intimate
level.

Photo courtesy of Bill Kernan, Director of UCS
The staff of University Computing Services, who are responsible for ensuring that Western’s databases are opperative, gathers to enjoy each
other’s company, where Swartzendruber can be seen in the center.
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